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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, OPENING RALPH McKAY LTD NEW PLANT. 
GEPPS CROSS. 27.11.74. 
Mr. Yeo, Mr. McKay, ladies and gentlemen : 
Thank you very much for asking me to open your new manufacturing 
extensions. 
Today's ceremony marks the completion of stage one of a total $500,000 
project in the Adelaide works and, as such, is of special significance 
to South Australia's important agricultural machinery industry. In view 
of Ralph McKay's heavy export programme (Mr. McKay tells me that the 
componentry produced here goes to 42 countries) it is also a further 
and most welcome diversification of the State's industrial, base. 
Best news of all for South Australians is that because of this 
expansion McKay's here are now recruiting more workers and I'm told 
^>out 20 are wanted to add to the present staff of 260. 
It's the second bit of good news we've had in two days - after a period 
when good news seemed to be getting like hens' teeth. 
And it points to something which we may be in danger of overlooking -
the basic strength of the Australian economy, this nation's abundant 
natural and human resources and its capacity for development. 
Times are, indeed, hard and they may very well get worse in the short 
term. But I don't think the situation - or the prospects before us -
justify the direr of the doom-laden prophecies we've been hearing of 
late. Some of the gloomier Jeremiahs seem to think there is nothing 
between us and ruin but woe and calamity. 
We need,to maintain a sense of perspective and I think it's important 
that we do so. That much-talked of abstraction "the business climate" 
exists and it's a delicate thing. It is possible to talk ourselves 
into a depression - and that can be done even from a sound base and 
remarkable potential such as ours. 
Heaven knows, we have no cause for euphoria at the moment. But that 
doesn't justify the other extreme. The need is for a balanced, 
rational assessment of the facts, evaluation of alternatives and for 
cool heads. 
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There's one other matter I'd like to touch on today. McKay's present 
expansion programme is solid evidence of the strength of the agricul-
tural machinery and componentry industry here. 
And yet it's not so long ago that it took a sustained and intensive 
effort by officers of the State Government - members of my Department -
to keep a most important section of that industry in being at all. 
G.M.H.'s announcement yesterday of the $15m Elizabeth expansion scheme 
was a real shot in the arm and morale booster for us. And yet it 
wasn't long ago at all that it took a sustained and concerted effort 
in which officers of my Department played the central role - to keep 
the industry viable. 
And yet I still hear daft and ill-informed attacks on me for supporting 
a; vast entourage of aides and encouraging rampant Parkinsonism in the 
aublic service. For a start there have been no increases since June 
^^73, following the imposition of Government economies. There was an 
earlier and urgently needed increase in staff in my Department. The 
people involved are doing a vital job for South Australia and they're 
doing it extremely well. They are real value for money. The situation 
of the motor vehicle industry and Industries Assistance Commission's 
tariff proposals alone would have made it worthwhile. 
But of course it doesn't end there. 
The same basic team whose forcible and closely argued case had such a 
major effect on saving our car industry has been re-assembled for 
another job. They are preparing a major submission to the Jackson 
Committee. 
This is the group set up by the Federal Government to enquire into the 
long term future and structure of Australia's manufacturing industry. 
Its findings.could well have profound implications for our whole 
future. 
It is a tribute.to the expertise of the South Australian team (drawn 
from the Industrial Development Division, Economic Intelligence Unit, 
and Policy Section ) - that their views have been sought. 
Obviously, as the submission is still in the early stages of preparation 
end will afterwards remain confidential, at least for a while, I can't 
say very much about it. 
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But I can say that it will provide a radical approach to the development 
of industry. It will not follow the conventional, orthodox recommenda-
tions for times of economic difficulty. It will be a fresh - properly 
b&sed and reasoned - analysis, taking into account social as well as 
purely economic considerations. 
I. suppose it could be said the people doing this job are my aides. If 
so, it's a great compliment to me. I'm proud of them and I value their 
talents and their energies. 
I. have, I'm afraid, digressed because I think these things are important. 
May I once again congratulate you on this project. 
It shows that we have the same basic confidence in the future just as 
your group's policy statement shows that McKay's are aware of their 
responsibilities to the community at large as well as to its employees 
^ ^ shareholders. 
I have very much pleasure in officially declaring the new plant open. 
Thank You.. 
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